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SITTINGBOURNE  AND  MILTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 


Health  Offices, 

Johnson  House, 

Burley  Road, 

Sittingbourne,  Kent. 

July,  1955. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  Sittingbourne  for  the  year  1954. 

The  health  of  the  people  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  the  death  rate,  infantile  mortality  and  the  incidence 
of  infectious  disease,  appears  to  be  satisfactory.  The  crude 
birth  rate  of  14.4  is  the  second  lowest  recorded  since  1930, 
only  exceeding  1941  (13.4).  The  infantile  mortality  rate 
(12.6)  which  is  the  number  of  deaths  in  children  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births,  is  the  lowest  recorded  since 
1930  and  is  an  indication  of  the  environmental  and  social 
conditions  of  a  community  with  special  reference  to  housing, 
overcrowding  and  maternal  and  child  welfare. 

Two  of  the  four  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life.  These  neo-natal  deaths  are  often  from  factors 
which  are  similar  to  those  causing  still  births  and  it  is  in 
this  sphere  that  one  would  hope  to  secure  ever  lower 
incidence  in  future  years. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  this  low  infantile  mor¬ 
tality  rate  will  be  the  norm  for  the  future.  This  considera¬ 
tion  is  based  on  the  ever  widening  services  made  available 
which  altogether  combine  to  reduce  infant  deaths.  These 
are  the  high  standard  of  housing,  ante-natal,  midwifery  and 
health  visiting  services,  together  with  the  ready  availability 
of  Hospital  services  for  those  requiring  them. 

The  high  incidence  of  whooping  cough  is  rather  disturb¬ 
ing — whooping  cough  is  a  distressing  illness,  the  majority 
of  the  patients  are  of  pre-school  and  although  no  deaths  have 
been  ascribed  to  this  during  the  year  there  is  an  appreciable 
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amount  of  family  upset  especially  in  families  of  two  or  more 
young  children  from  sleepless  disturbed  nights  for  the  whole 
household.  It  is  definitely  established  that  immunisation 
does  provide  a  large  measure  of  protection  and  vaccinated 
children  who  develop  whooping  cough  have  less  severe 
attacks.  Immunisation  is  now  carried  out  to  a  large  extent 
in  association  with  diphtheria  prophylaxis  and  the  recent 
vaccines  which  are  given  subcutaneously  do  not  promote  the 
severe  reactions  which  were  noted  with  the  intramuscular 
injections. 

This  is  also  the  first  year  since  1930  that  no  deaths  have 
been  registered  from  respiratory  Tuberculosis.  The  advance 
in  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  which  has  occurred  within 
the  past  decade  together  with  the  ascertainment  of  earlier 
cases  have  combined  to  reduce  the  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
to  a  marked  extent  and  has  resulted  in  a  large  proportion  of 
these  patients  being  able  to  resume  their  employment  and 
lead  useful  lives. 

A  rather  disturbing  incidence  in  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  the  proportion  of  patients  in  the  three  younger  age 
groups  which  must  cause  curtailment  in  their  social  and 
educational  activities.  It  is  now  generally  recognised  that 
the  resistance  of  these  young  people  to  infection  can  be 
increased  artificially  by  vaccination  with  B.C.G.  vaccine 
(Bacille  Calmette-Guerin).  This  measure  has  been  used 
extensively  in  Scandinavian  Countries  and  a  large  measure 
of  success  is  claimed. 

Young  children  who  have  never  been  exposed  to  infec¬ 
tion  and  leave  school  to  enter  factories  and  workshops  are  in 
the  greatest  need  of  protection  and  the  Ministry  of  Educa¬ 
tion  has  recently  authorised  local  authorities  to  offer  vac¬ 
cination  to  school  leavers. 

Dr.  Frank  Hauxwell  was  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  1954  and  this  report  is  an  account  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  his  department  during  the  year.  I  would  like  to 
thank  all  the  Members  of  the  Health  Department  for  their 
assistance  in  preparing  this  report  and  especially  Mr.  Leslie, 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  responsible  for  Sections 
V  to  IX. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  T.  MURPHY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Section  I 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


1.  CLIMATOLOGY 

The  Weather  during  1954  was  very  similar  to  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  being  generally  unsettled.  The  Summer  months 
were  again  most  disappointing,  the  months  of  June,  July 
and  August  being  exceptionally  wet,  the  rainfall  during  this 
period  being  as  much  as  10.76  inches.  The  weekends  suffered 
especially  in  this  respect  and  several  heavy  downpours  with 
thunderstorms  were  experienced  locally  on  successive 
Sundays. 

Monthly  rainfall  readings  recorded  at  Highsted  Water¬ 
works  over  the  past  six  years  are  shown  in  Appendix  “A,” 
and  Appendix  “  B  ”  shows  the  monthly  maximum  and  mini¬ 
mum  Temperatures  during  the  year  recorded  at  Johnson 
House,  Sittingbourne. 

2.  AREA  IN  ACRES 

Land  and  Inland  water  .  4,935 

No  change. 

3.  POPULATION 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1954,  as  given  by 
the  Registrar-General,  was  21,940,  an  increase  of  10  against 
the  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1953,  and  an  increase 
of  36  over  the  Census  figures  taken  in  April,  1951. 

4.  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1954  was 
6,909,  an  increase  of  175  on  the  preceding  year. 

5.  RATEABLE  VALUE 

The  rateable  value  has  risen  to  £181,091  as  compared 
with  £174,892  in  1953. 

6.  SUM  REPRESENTING  PENNY  RATE 

The  sum  representing  the  penny  rate  is  £705  11s.  8d.  as 
compared  with  £699  in  1953. 
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Section  II 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  BIRTHS 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  (316)  was  the 
lowest  recorded  since  1942  when  309  births  were  registered. 

The  figure  for  the  year  is  well  below  that  for  1953,  i.e., 
357,  and  comparison  with  previous  years  may  be  seen  upon 
reference  to  the  details  contained  in  Table  III. 

(a)  Live  Births 

Males  Females  Totals 
Legitimate  ...  146  (173)  152  (167)  298  (340) 

Illegitimate  ...  10  (  8)  8(9)  18  (  17) 

Totals  ...  156  (181)  160  (176)  316  (357) 

The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  has  increased  con¬ 
siderably  to  6.0%,  in  comparison  with  the  percentages  for 
previous  years  which  were — 5.0%  in  1953,  4.5%  for  each  of 
the  years  1952,  1951  and  1950,  5.3%  in  1949,  3.1%  in  1948  and 
4.5%  in  1947. 

(b)  Birth  Rate 

The  crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was 
14.4  in  1954  as  against  16.2  in  1953.  The  figures  for  previous 
years  were  :  15.7  in  1952,  15.8  in  1951,  15.3  in  1950,  16.8  in 
1949,  17.8  in  1948  and  24.4  in  1947. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  is  14.8,  as  compared  with  that 
of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  i.e.,  15.2  per  thousand. 

(c)  Still-Births 

Seven  still-births  occurred  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  6  in  1953,  3  in  1952,  8  in  1951  and  7  for  each  of  the 
years  1950,  1949  and  1948.  There  were  15  still-births  in  1947. 

The  percentage  of  still-births  to  live-births  for  the  year, 
2.2%,  shows  a  considerable  increase  over  previous  years.  The 
figures  being  1.6%  in  1953,  0.8%  in  1952,  2.0%  in  1950, 
1.8%  in  1949  and  1.7%  in  1948.  However,  the  figure  is  below 

Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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the  years  1951  and  1947  when  the  respective  percentages 
were  2.3%  and  2.8%. 

There  were  no  illegitimate  still-births  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  1  in  1953. 


2.  DEATHS 

(a)  The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  and  assignable 
to  the  Urban  District  during  1954  was  318.  Of  these,  there 
were  162  males  and  156  females. 

The  figure  for  the  year  is  considerably  lower  than  that 
for  1953  (433),  but  is  very  much  higher  than  previous  years 
due  to  the  new  arrangement  adopted  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  for  statistical  purposes,  for  all  deaths  at  Milton 
Hospital  to  be  assigned  to  Sittingbourne.  Previously  the 
record  of  death  of  a  person  dying  in  Milton  Hospital  was 
transferred  to  the  Area  from  which  he  or  she  had  been 
admitted.  The  new  arrangement  came  into  force  on  the 
1st  January,  1953.  Figures  for  previous  years  may  be  seen 
upon  reference  to  the  details  contained  in  Table  III. 

Of  the  318  deaths  assigned  to  Sittingbourne  during  1954, 
117  occurred  in  Milton  Hospital,  but  only  26  of  these  were  of 
persons  previously  resident  in  the  Urban  District.  The 
figures  for  1953  were  433 — 201  and  46. 

The  average  age  of  death  was  72.4  being  71.7  for  males 
and  73.0  for  females.  The  oldest  death  was  a  male  aged  97 
years.  The  average  age  of  death  during  1953  was  70.8  being 
69.2  for  males  and  72.4  for  females. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  in  which  the 
deaths  occurred  : — 


TABLE  I 


Sex 

Under 

1  1- 
Year 

5-  15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65 

85 

75-  and 
Over 

Males 

-  - 

—  2 

1 

4 

10 

20 

41 

64 

20 

Females 

4  — 

—  — 

— 

7 

6 

16 

30 

59 

34 

Totals 

4  — 

—  2 

1 

11 

16 

36 

71 

123 

54 
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(b)  Death  Rate 

The  crude  death  rate  for  1954  was  14.4  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population,  as  compared  with  19.7  per  1,000  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  reason  for  the  continued  high  rate  is  due,  as  stated 
in  the  1953  Annual  Report,  to  the  inclusion  in  local  statistics 
of  all  deaths  at  Milton  Hospital  irrespective  of  original  place 
of  residence.  If  these  particular  deaths  had  not  been 
assigned  to  this  Area,  the  number  of  deaths  for  the  Urban 
District  would  have  been  227  only,  and  the  crude  death  rate 
would  have  been  10.3. 

The  corrected  death  rate  for  the  area,  i.e.,  the  rate 
adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  to  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole,  was  13.1  in  1954  as  against  17.9  in  1953, 
and  that  of  11.3  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

(c)  The  causes  of  death  classified  by  the  Registrar- 
General  under  the  36  headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List 
of  the  International  Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases, 
Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948,  are  set  out  in  Table  II 
below  : — - 
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TABLE  II 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

—  ( 

2) 

—  ( 

2) 

—  (  4)* 

2  Tuberculosis,  other 

1  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

1  (  — ) 

3  Syphilitic  disease  . . 

—  ( 

3) 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  (  3) 

4  Diphtheria 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  (  — ) 

5  Whooping  Cough 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  (  — ) 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  (  — ) 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  (  — ) 

8  Measles 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  (  — ) 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  (  — ) 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .. 

5  ( 

6) 

2  ( 

7) 

7  (  13) 

1 1  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  . 

8  ( 

3) 

2  ( 

— ) 

10  (  3) 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

—  ( 

— ) 

8  ( 

7) 

8  (  7) 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

~  < 

— ) 

3  ( 

3) 

3  (  3) 

14  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

17  ( 

23) 

13  ( 

15) 

30  (  38) 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .. 

1  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

1  (  — ) 

1 6  Diabetes 

1  ( 

— ) 

1  ( 

— ) 

2  (  — ) 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

32  ( 

46) 

59  (  63) 

91  (109) 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

20  ( 

20) 

11  ( 

12) 

31  (  32) 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3  ( 

3) 

1  ( 

3) 

4  (  6) 

20  Other  heart  disease 

38  ( 

61) 

32  ( 

62) 

70  (123) 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

4  ( 

8) 

5  ( 

5) 

9  (  13) 

22  Influenza  . . 

2  ( 

1) 

—  ( 

3) 

2  (  4) 

23  Pneumonia 

3  ( 

8) 

1  ( 

6) 

4  (  14) 

24  Bronchitis 

4  ( 

6) 

2  ( 

2) 

6  (  8) 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

2  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

2  (  — ) 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

—  ( 

2) 

3  ( 

2) 

3  (  4) 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

—  ( 

— ) 

1  ( 

1) 

1  (  1) 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2  ( 

1) 

—  ( 

— ) 

2  (  1) 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

4  ( 

3) 

—  ( 

— ) 

4  (  3) 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . . 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  <  — ) 

31  Congenital  malformations 

1  ( 

2) 

1  ( 

1) 

2  (  3) 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 

7  ( 

12) 

9  ( 

18) 

16  (  30) 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

2  ( 

5) 

—  ( 

— ) 

2  (  5) 

34  All  other  accidents 

3  ( 

3) 

1  ( 

__) 

4  (  3) 

35  Suicide 

2  ( 

2) 

1  ( 

1) 

3  (  3) 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

—  ( 

— ) 

—  ( 

— ) 

-  (  -) 

All  causes  . . 

162  (220) 

156  (213) 

318  (433) 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  II  that  the  chief  causes  of 
death  were  Heart  Disease  and  associated  conditions  (205  or 
64.4%  of  all  deaths  occurring)  and  those  from  Malignant 
Diseases  (58  or  18.2%),  as  was  the  case  in  1953,  due  mainly 
to  the  deaths  in  Milton  Hospital  of  many  old  people  who 
were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  because  they  were  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 


Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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There  appears  to  be  no  cause  for  comment  in  connection 
with  deaths  from  other  diseases,  although  it  is  once  again 
most  pleasing  to  note  that  for  the  fifth  successive  year  there 
were  no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy,  childbirth  or 
abortion. 

(d)  The  following  Table  gives  details  of  Deaths,  Births 
and  Infantile  Mortality  for  the  period  1930  to  1954,  inclusive. 


TABLE  III 


Deaths 

Births 

Infant  Mortality 

Year 

L - 

Population 

Number  of  deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Crude  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Birth  Rate  per 
1.000  of  the 
population. 

Still-Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  1  Year  of 

Age  per  1,000 

Births. 

1930 

19,838 

257 

12.8 

332 

20 

352 

17.6 

7 

14 

1 

15 

42.6 

1931 

20,175 

226 

11.2 

339 

6 

345 

17.1 

7 

10 

1 

1 1 

31.8 

1932 

20,320 

222 

10.9 

342 

13 

355 

17.4 

12 

22 

1 

23 

64.7 

1933 

20,350 

256 

12.5 

337 

13 

350 

17.1 

14 

22 

— 

22 

62 

1934 

20,480 

265 

12.9 

321 

8 

329 

16.0 

10 

16 

2 

18 

54 

1935 

20,700 

237 

11.4 

340 

8 

348 

16.4 

15 

11 

— 

1 1 

32 

1936 

20,920 

245 

11.7 

296 

11 

307 

14.6 

15 

12 

— 

12 

39 

1937 

20,880 

244 

11.6 

322 

13 

335 

16.0 

1 

11 

— 

1 1 

32 

1938 

20,950 

218 

10.4 

293 

10 

303 

14.4 

14 

9 

1 

10 

33 

1939 

20,860 

262 

12.4 

318 

10 

328 

15.7 

15 

8 

1 

9 

27 

1940 

20,670 

280 

13.5 

311 

9 

320 

15.4 

10 

18 

1 

19 

57 

1941 

19,880 

247 

12.4 

257 

11 

268 

13.4 

7 

6 

— 

6 

22 

1942 

19,270 

233 

12.0 

291 

18 

309 

16.0 

9 

16 

— 

16 

51 

1943 

i  18,790 

249 

13.2 

334 

14 

348 

18.5 

13 

17 

— 

17 

48.8 

1944 

18,790 

231 

12.2 

340 

31 

371 

19.7 

9 

16 

4 

20 

53.9 

1945 

19,140 

236 

12.3 

350 

34 

384 

20.0 

11 

12 

3 

15 

39 

1946 

21,040 

230 

10.9 

419 

31 

450 

21.3 

12 

13 

1 

14 

31 

1947 

i  21,560 

248 

11.5 

509 

23 

532 

24.4 

15 

17 

— 

17 

32 

1948 

22,240 

228 

10.2 

385 

12 

397 

17.8 

7 

8 

— 

8 

22 

1949 

]  22,150 

!  271 

12.2 

j  355 

19 

374 

16.8 

7 

15 

-i 

15 

37.4 

1950 

22,340 

228 

10.2 

328 

15 

343 

15.3 

7 

8 

— 

8 

23 

1951 

|  21,920 

265 

12.0 

332 

15 

347 

15.8 

8 

14 

— 

14 

40.3 

1952 

21,940 

244 

11.1 

331 

15 

346 

15.7 

3 

9 

— 

9 

26.0 

1953 

21,930 

433 

19.7 

340 

17 

357 

16.2 

6 

16 

— 

16 

44.8 

1954 

2!  ,940 

318 

14.4 

298 

18 

316 

14.4 

7 

4 

4 

12.6 

3.  INFANT  MORTALITY 

(a)  As  will  be  seen  from  Table  IV  below,  the  number  of 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  4  only  during  the 
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year.  This  is  the  lowest  number  recorded  during  the  last 
twenty-five  years,  as  will  be  seen  upon  reference  to  the  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  Table  III.  The  considerable  decrease  in 
the  number  of  deaths  as  compared  with  1953,  when  16  deaths 
under  one  year  of  age  were  recorded,  is  most  encouraging 
and  surely  the  care  and  attention  provided  under  the  various 
ante-natal  services  for  the  health  of  the  Mother  must  be 
having  its  good  effect  in  the  production  of  a  healthy  child. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  12.6  per  thou¬ 
sand  live  births  as  against  44.8  per  thousand  in  1953,  26.0  per 
thousand  in  1952,  40.3  per  thousand  in  1951  and  23.0  per  thou¬ 
sand  in  1950.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole  in  1954  was  25.5  per  thousand  live  births. 

(b)  The  detailed  causes  of  death  among  infants  during 
1954  were  as  follows  : — - 


TABLE  IV 


Cause 

Sex 

Age  at 
Death 

Place  of 
Birth 

Place  of 
Death 

Hypostatic  Pneumonia 

..  F 

2  days 

Home 

Home 

Pneumonia 

. .  F 

4  months 

Home 

Ambulance 

Hydrocephalus 

.  .  F 

3  months 

Home 

Hospital 

Prematurity 

.  .  F 

3  hours 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Section  III 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 


1.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES— INCIDENCE 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year  was  268,  which  is  the  lowest  figure  since  1947 
when  204  cases  were  notified  and  compares  very  favourably 
with  the  figures  for  the  intervening  years  which  were  as 
follows  1948— 622;  1949—374;  1950—706;  1951—495;  1952 — 
387;  and  1953—409. 

This  reduction  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  not  one 
single  case  of  Measles  was  notified  during  the  year.  In  fact 
it  is  most  interesting  and  encouraging  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  last  case  of  Measles  notified  in  this  area  was  on  the 
15th  May,  1953. 

There  was  a  rather  disturbing  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  67  cases  actually  being  notified,  although  66 
only  were  confirmed  as  one  of  the  cases  was  finally  diagnosed 
as  being  food  rash  due  to  shrimps.  The  figure  for  the  year 
was  the  highest  since  1943  when  168  cases  were  notified. 
There  were  26  cases  notified  in  1953  and  29  in  1952.  Durine 

o 

the  year  50  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  There  was  no 
particular  period  in  the  year  when  a  large  number  of  cases 
were  notified,  the  cases  actually  being  spread  out  fairly 
evenly  throughout  the  year,  i.e.,  first  quarter — 20  cases; 
second  quarter — 13  cases;  third  quarter — 19  cases  and  fourth 
quarter — 15  cases.  January  was  the  only  month  free  from 
this  particular  disease.  However,  it  was  found  that  most  of 
the  cases  (51)  were  children  attending  3  particular  schools 
in  the  area  and  treatments  of  disinfection  were  carried  out 
in  the  classrooms,  cloakrooms,  halls  and  outside  lavatory 
extensions  of  these  schools  during  the  months  of  February 
and  July,  1954.  The  matter  was  also  reported  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer  and  the  attention  of  local  Medical  Practi 
tioners  was  also  drawn  to  the  incidence  of  this  particular 
disease,  with  the  request  that  all  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 
school  children  should  not  be  returned  to  school  until  two 
negative  swabs  had  been  obtained. 
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There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  the  figure  of  168  cases  being  the  highest  since 
1951  when  219  cases  were  notified.  During  the  years  1952 
and  1953,  there  were  32  and  26  cases  notified  respectively. 
During  the  year  under  review  2  cases  were  admitted  to 
Hospital. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  cases  of  Erysipelas 
notified,  i.e.,  5  as  against  2  cases  in  each  of  the  years  1953 
and  1952. 

In  connection  with  Poliomyelitis,  2  cases  were  notified 
and  both  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  but  one  of  these,  a 
female,  aged  32  years,  was  discharged  and  finally  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  muscular  rheumatism.  The  other  case,  a 
girl,  aged  7  years,  notified  in  September,  was  a  paralytic  case. 
This  patient  was  discharged  from  Hospital  in  October,  1954. 

For  the  seventh  successive  year  there  were  no  cases  of 
Diphtheria  notified. 

(a)  The  total  number  of  cases  occurring,  number  of 
cases  admitted  to  Hospital  and  the  total  deaths  from  each 
disease  as  shown  in  the  Registrar-General’s  classification  of 
deaths,  are  shown  in  the  following  Table: — 


TABLE  V 


Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 

Admissions 
to  Hospital 
or 

Sanatorium 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

67  (  26)* 

50  (  12)* 

—  (  — )* 

Diphtheria 

-  (  -) 

-  (  -) 

-  (  — ) 

Measles 

—  (332) 

-  (  1) 

-  (  ~) 

Whooping  Cough 

168  (  26) 

2  (  1) 

-  (  -) 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

-  (  -) 

-  (  -) 

-  (  — ) 

Dysentery 

-  (  D 

-  (  1) 

-  (  -) 

Erysipelas 

5  (  2) 

3  (  1) 

—  ( — > 

Pneumonia 

3  {  2) 

-  (  -) 

4  (  14) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1  (  1) 

1  (  -) 

-  (  -) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2  (  2) 

2  (  2) 

-  (  ~) 

Tuberculosis  :  — 

Pulmonary  . . 

19  (  16) 

11  (  12) 

-  (  4) 

Non-Pulmonary 

3  (  -) 

-  (  -) 

1  (  “) 

TOTALS  . . 

268  (409) 

69  (  30) 

5  (  18) 

Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year, 
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(b)  The  distribution  by  age  group  of  the  cases  notified 
is  shown  in  Table  VI,  thus  : — • 


TABLE  VI 

Age  Groups  of  Cases  Notified 


Under 

lYear 

i 

m 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

o 

KD 

60  &  ov. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

3 

7 

47 

6 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

67 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

25 

35 

89 

4 

- 

2 

— 

— 

1 

168 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculosis  :  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pulmonary  .  . 

— 

— 

- 

3 

3 

3 

4 

1 

4 

1 

19 

Non-Pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

TOTALS  . . 

12 

28 

42 

140 

14 

5 

11 

3 

7 

6 

268 

(c)  Table  VII  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  the  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  each  year  during  the  past  11  years. 
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TABLE  VII 


INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  THE 
UNDERMENTIONED  ELEVEN  YEARS 


Disease 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947  1948 

1949  1950  1951 

1952  1953 

1954 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

46 

47 

49 

24 

18 

49 

37 

18 

29 

26 

67 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

4 

1 

Measles 

Whooping 

10 

364 

114 

75 

438 

222 

544 

226 

297 

332 

Cough 

1  19 

53 

36 

33 

188 

63 

86 

219 

32 

26 

168 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

28 

15 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

8 

4 

4 

4 

3 

7 

8 

5 

2 

2 

5 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

4 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3 

Typhus  Fever 
Typhoid  &  Para- 

typhoid  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever  | 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  i 
Ophthalmia 

3 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Neonatorum 

Acute 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

5 

5 

2 

2 

Lethargica 

Cerebro 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

r 

■ 

Spinal  Fever 

1 

3 

6 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  TUBERCULOSIS 

Nineteen  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  the  year  and  3  cases  of  non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  also  notified.  The  corresponding  figures 
for  1953  were  16  Pulmonary  and  not  one  non-Pulmonary. 
Figures  for  previous  years  are  shown  in  Table  VIII. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  the  year  there  was 
not  one  death  from  the  Pulmonary  form  of  the  disease,  which 
is  the  first  time  during  the  last  twenty-five  years  that  such 
information  may  be  recorded.  There  was  one  death  from 
non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  In  1953  there  were  4  deaths 
from  Pulmonary  and  not  one  from  non-Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Table  VIII  shows  the  number  of  Tuberculosis  cases  noti¬ 
fied  and  number  of  deaths  each  year  since  1930,  and  Table 
IX  gives  a  summary  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
during  1954. 
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TABLE  VIII 


Number  of  Primary  Death  Rate  per 

Notifications  received  Deaths  10,000  of  Population 

Non-  Non-  Non- 

Year  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


1930 

30 

3 

24 

3 

12.1 

1.5 

1931 

19 

8 

11 

2 

5.4 

0.9 

1932 

20 

3 

11 

2 

5.3 

0.9 

1933 

24 

1 

17 

I 

8.3 

0.4 

1934 

15 

3 

17 

1 

8.3 

0.4 

1935 

12 

7 

9 

2 

4.3 

0.9 

1936 

12 

5 

10 

1 

4.8 

0.4 

1937 

12 

9 

13 

— 

6.2 

— 

1938 

12 

4 

8 

2 

3.8 

0.9 

1939 

13 

4 

13 

2 

6.2 

0.9 

1940 

11 

1 

11 

1 

5.3 

0.4 

1941 

9 

3 

7 

1 

3.5 

0.5 

1942 

15 

4 

8 

— 

4.0 

— 

1943 

9 

4 

8 

3 

4.2 

1.5 

1944 

14 

3 

7 

1 

3.7 

0.5 

1945 

22 

2 

7 

1 

3.0 

0.5 

1946 

14 

2 

9 

1 

4.0 

0.4 

1947 

19 

5 

6 

2 

2.8 

0.9 

1948 

19 

6 

8 

1 

3.5 

0.4 

1949 

20 

3 

10 

2 

4.5 

0.9 

1950 

18 

6 

1 

1 

0.4 

0.4 

1951 

15 

2 

3 

— 

1.3 

— 

1952 

17 

1 

3 

1 

1.3 

0.4 

1953 

16 

— 

4 

— 

1.8 

— 

1954 

19 

3 

— 

1 

— 

0.4 

I  am 

indebted  to  Dr. 

Owen  Clarke, 

M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  Con- 

sultant  Chest  Physician  of  the  Medway  and  Gravesend  Hos¬ 
pital  Management  Committee,  for  the  following  particulars 


regarding  patients  from  the  Sittingbourne  area,  who  re- 


ceived  institutional  treatment  during  1954: — 

Institution 

Patients 

Bow  Arrow  Hospital,  Dartford  ... 

1 

Grove  Park  Hospital,  London  ... 

5 

Keycol  Sanatorium,  nr.  Sittingbourne 

11 

Preston  Hall  Hospital,  Maidstone 

1 

Victoria  Home,  Margate  ... 

0 

...  Lu 

Queen  Mary’s  Hospital,  Sidcup 

1 

Total  ... 

21 

This  indicates  that  10.2%  of  the  patients  on  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Register  were  admitted  to  Hospital  or  Sanatoria  for 
treatment  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  7%  in  1953 
and  11%  in  1952. 
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TABLE  IX 


Summary  of  Tuberculosis  Register 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

On  Register  on  1st  January,  1954 

152 

30 

182 

Notified  as  “new”  oases 

19 

3 

22 

Transferred  to  District  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

Restored  to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

172 

33 

205 

Died 

— 

— 

— 

Recovered 

— 

_ 

— 

Removed  from  District  .  . 

— 

_ 

— 

Diagnosis  Changed 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

— 

— 

— 

Balance  remaining  on  Register  on 

31st  December,  1954  .. 

172 

33 

205 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  Table,  the  number  of 
patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  for  the  Sittingbourne 
Area,  increased  by  twenty-three  during  the  year.  This 
means  that  the  gradual  increase  in  the  numbers  on  the 
Register  during  the  years  since  the  War  has  continued.  At 
the  31st  December,  1946,  a  total  of  119  cases  only  were  on 
the  Register;  at  31st  December,  1950,  a  total  of  151  cases  were 
registered  and  at  the  end  of  1954,  the  number  of  cases  was 
205.  Over  this  period  a  total  increase  in  the  number  of 
patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  has  amounted  to  86 
new  cases.  As  stated  in  my  report  for  1953,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  increase  is  due  to  the  great  advances  made 
both  in  ascertainment  and  treatment  during  recent  years 
with  the  increased  expectation  of  life  of  these  particular 
patients. 

Through  the  medium  of  this  Annual  Report,  I  would  like 
to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the  wonderful  and 
useful  work  which  the  local  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
has  again  carried  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  patients  in  this 
District.  The  Members  of  this  Care  Committee  have  con¬ 
tinued  with  their  hard  work  and  efforts  in  making  the  lives 
of  such  patients  much  brighter  and  easier  and  relieve  their 
worries  by  assisting  with  many  domestic  problems.  It  is 
understood  that  assistance  was  given  in  88  cases  during  the 
year,  in  connection  with  clothing,  bedding,  rent,  occupational 
therapy,  Christmas  extras,  heating  and  lighting,  etc.  We 
are,  indeed,  most  fortunate  to  have  such  a  very  live  and 
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efficient  Care  Committee  to  look  after  the  needs  of  thesP 
patients  in  Sittingbourne. 

3.  VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  Director  and  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  of  the 
Special  Clinic  in  Rochester  (Dr.  C.  D.  Routh,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.) 
supplied  by  the  Medway  and  Gravesend  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee,  has  once  again  very  kindly  forwarded  the 
following  information  regarding  the  cases  and  numbers  of 
attendances  from  this  Urban  District  during  the  year.  These 
are  as  follows  : — 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Syphilis 

1  (-) 

1  (2) 

2  (2)* 

Gonorrhoea 

1  (  1) 

2  (1) 

3  (2) 

Non-Venereal  (Genital  Lesions) 

14  (  4) 

4  (3) 

18  (7) 

16  (  5) 

7  (6) 

23(11) 

The  above  refer  to  new  cases  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  patients  under  treatment,  both  old 
and  new,  from  this  district  during  1954  was  35  as  compared 
with  61  in  1953. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  was  319  as  compared 
with  262  in  1953,  191  in  1952,  308  in  1951  and  424  in  1950. 

4.  VACCINATIONS  AND  IMMUNISATIONS 

(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

From  the  figures  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  it  is  estimated  that  55.2%  of 
children  aged  0-4  years  (inclusive)  had  been  protected 
against  Diphtheria  by  immunisation.  The  corresponding 
percentages  for  1953,  1952,  1951  and  1950  were  51.7%,  58.2%, 
57.6%  and  55.7%. 

It  will  be  seen  that  although  there  has  been  a  slight  in¬ 
crease  in  comparison  with  1953,  the  figure  for  the  year  is 
still  below  the  three  previous  years. 

During  the  year  under  review  292  primary  innoculations 
and  202  reinforcing  innoculations  were  carried  out,  as  com- 


Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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pared  with  275  and  314  respectively  in  1953,  268  and  175 
respectively  in  1952,  260  and  164  respectively  in  1951  and  307 
and  76  respectively  in  1950. 

(b)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

The  returns  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer 
show  that  240  primary  vaccinations  and  8  re-vaccinations 
were  carried  out  during  the  year,  as  against  224  and  23  re¬ 
spectively  in  1953,  217  and  38  respectively  in  1952,  251  and 
58  respectively  in  1951  and  201  and  28  respectively  in  1950. 
Of  the  primary  vaccinations  210  were  infants  less  than  2 
years  of  age  as  compared  with  192  in  1953. 
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Section  IV 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

1.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Local  Authority  Health  Services  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  are  provided  and  administered  by  the 
Kent  County  Council  as  the  local  Health  Authority.  These 
Services  include  the  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children; 
the  provision  of  Midwives;  Health  Visiting  and  Home  Nurs¬ 
ing;  Vaccination  and  Immunisation;  Prevention  of  Illness, 
Care  and  After  Care  and  Domestic  Help  Services.  Mental 
Welfare  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  various  Clinics  in  connection  with  these  Services 
have,  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council,  continued  to 
be  held  during  the  year  at  the  Local  Council’s  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  offices  at  Johnson  House.  The  following  list  shows  the 
dates  and  times  of  these  Clinics. 


Clinics  and  Sessions 

Date 

Time 

Infant  Welfare 

Tuesday  and 

Thursday 

2-4  p.m. 

Immunisation 

First  Monday 

in  each  Month 

2  -3.15  p.m. 

Ante-natal,  Post¬ 
natal  and  Family 

Planning 

(by  appointment) 

Friday 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Relaxation  Classes 

(by  appointment) 

Thursday 

10  - 11  a.m. 

Mothercraft  Classes 

(by  appointment) 

Thursday 

11  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Orthopaedic 

Tuesday 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

(by  appointment) 

Friday 

2  -  4.30  p.m. 

*Mental  Health 

(by  appointment) 

Thursday 

10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Domestic  Help 

Wednesday 

2-4  p.m. 

Pathologist 

(by  appointment) 

Wednesday 

2.30  -  4.30  p.m. 

(Note  :  Vaccinations  are  given  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

if  required.) 


Footnote: — *  This  Clinic  moved  to  13,  South  Road,  Favcrsham,  in  January, 
1954,  and  Sessions  are  held  at  that  address  on  Thursday  evenings  at 
5  o'clock. 
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2.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


(a)  The  County  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  A.  Elliott)  has  once 
again  been  good  enough  to  provide  me  with  a  copy  of  the 
Annual  Report  on  the  School  Health  Services  in  the  district 
during  1954,  from  which  the  following  are  interesting 
extracts  : — 


(i)  Number  of  Children  inspected 

(Periodic  inspections)  . 

(ii)  Number  found  requiring  treatment  .. 

(iii)  Percentage 

(iv)  Frequency  of  main  defects  found  : — 

Orthopaedic  defects 
Eyes 

Nose  and  Throat 

Developmental  (including  hernia) 
Ears 


I, 134  (1,706)* 

125  (  176) 

II. 0%  (10.3%) 

20.0%  (10.2%) 
54.4%  (57.9%) 
8.8%  (11.3%) 
2.4%  (  1.7%) 
2.4%  (  2.9%) 


(b)  The  classification  of  children  inspected  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  their  general  condition  is  as  follows  : — 


Number  A  B  C 

Inspected  (Good)  (Fair)  (Poor) 


Entrants  .  298  52.0%  (39.4%)  47.0%  (58.0%)  1.0%  (2.6%) 

Second  Age  Group  ..  279  60.9%  (46.0%)  37.3%  (52.2%)  1.8%  (1.8%) 

Third  Age  Group  ..  170  49.4%  (46.3%)  49.4%,  (52.1%)  1.2%  (1.6%) 

Other  Periodic 

Inspections  .  387  48.8%  (53.8%)  49.6%,  (44.7%)  1.6%  (1.5%) 


1,134  52.7%  (46.2%,)  45.9%  (51.9%)  1.4%  (1.9%) 


The  percentage  of  children  found  at  periodic  inspections 
to  require  treatment  during  the  year  was  11%  as  compared 
with  figures  for  previous  years  of  10.3%  in  1953,  9.9%  in  1952, 
and  6.8%  in  1951.  The  increase  over  the  years  in  this  respect 
has  been  maintained  over  the  period  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  improvement  in  the  general  nutritional  standard  of  the 
children  has  also  continued  to  improve,  i.e.,  from  41%  in  1951, 
44.3%  in  1952,  46.2%  in  1953  to  52.7%  in  1954.  However, 
there  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  classified  of 
poor  nutritional  standard,  1.4%  in  1954  as  compared  with 
1.9%  in  1953.  The  figures  for  the  years  1952  and  1951  were 
1.3%  and  3.3%  respectively. 

The  main  defects  in  1954  have  again  been  in  connection 
with  Eye  diseases,  54.4%  as  compared  with  57.9%  in  1953 
and  49.3%  in  1952.  Nose  and  Throat  diseases  dropped 


Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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slightly  from  11.3%  in  1953  to  8.8%  in  the  year  under  review. 
The  improvement  in  Orthopaedic  defects  was  not  main¬ 
tained  during  the  year,  there  being  20%  requiring  treat¬ 
ment  from  this  point  of  view,  as  compared  with  10.2%  in 
1953,  21.7%  in  1952,  and  19.3%  in  1951. 


(c)  The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  minor  ail¬ 
ment  Clinics  was  178  as  compared  with  317  in  1953  and  149 
defects,  as  compared  with  204  defects  in  1953  were  treated 
or  under  treatment  during  the  year.  The  majority  of  con¬ 
ditions  treated  were  as  follows  : — 


Minor  injuries  (including  bruises, 
sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 

Skin  conditions  ... 

Eye  diseases  . 

Ear  conditions 


75.1%  (75.9%)* 
4.6%  (15.6%) 
20.1%  (  7.8%) 
Nil  (  0.4%) 


(d)  Dental  Inspections  and  treatment  figures  are  as 


follows  : — 

Number  inspected  by  Dental  Officers 

...  2,659 

(  3,587) 

Number  found  requiring  treatment 

...  1,321 

(  1,727) 

Percentage 

...  49.6% 

(48.1%) 

Number  actually  treated 

353 

(  737) 

Percentage 

...  13.2% 

(20.5%) 

(e)  Infestation  with  Vermin. 

The  following  information  on  examinations  and  treat¬ 
ment  in  connection  with  infestation  with  vermin  in  this  area 
has  also  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in 
the  Schools  by  the  School  Nurses 

or  other  authorised  persons  ...  6,753  (7,241) 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils 

found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  38  (  63) 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in 

respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices 
were  issued  (Section  54  (2), 

Education  Act,  1944)  ...  ...  22  (  21) 


3.  LABORATORY  SERVICES 

The  Pathologist’s  Clinic  supplied  by  the  South  Eastern 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  held  at  Johnson 
House,  has  been  continued  during  the  year. 


Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  information  contained  in 
Table  X,  this  Service,  which  has  continued  to  be  organised 
and  the  appointments  made  by  the  Staff  of  the  local  Health 
Department,  was  attended  by  a  larger  number  of  patients 
than  in  any  of  the  previous  years  since  its  inception  in  1948. 
During  the  year  799  patients  attended,  as  compared  with  797 
in  1953  and  601  in  1952. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1955,  well  over  300  patients 
have  attended  this  Clinic  and  the  high  average  attendances 
(16)  at  each  Session  have  been  maintained.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  Service  is  proving,  over  the  years,  to  be  more 
and  more  useful  to  both  patients  and  Medical  Practitioners 
alike. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  patients  who 
have  attended  the  Clinic  each  year  for  the  seven  years  since 
its  inception  in  1948. 


TABLE  X 


Year 


No.  of  Patients 
Attending 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


235 

372 

432 

602 

601 

797 

799 


4.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (Section  50). 

Two  Cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  following 
notifications  that  no  other  person  was  able  or  willing  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  interment. 

5.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (Section  47). 

As  amended  by  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act, 
1951  (Section  1). 

No  Cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

6.  OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE 

Good  work  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Visitors  of 
the  Sittingbourne  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee.  Their 
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visitations  are  principally  concerned  with  the  house-bound 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  are  fulfilling  a  useful  purpose 
in  dealing  with  personal  problems  and  generally  brightening 
the  otherwise  solitary  existences  of  many  of  these  house¬ 
bound  aged. 

Increased  calls  have  been  made  upon  the  Night-Sitting 
Service  instituted  last  year  by  the  Committee,  as  is  the  case 
with  the  Chiropody  Service. 

The  two  Old  People’s  Clubs  in  the  Town  continue  to 
flourish  and  are  fulfilling  a  very  useful  function. 


2(5 


Section  V 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  supply  for  the  Urban  District  is  derived  from 
two  sources,  i.e.,  the  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  Water  Undertaking  and  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company. 
The  supply  has  been  adequate  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 
Forty  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  All  samples 
from  the  public  supplies  were  satisfactory.  Six  samples 
from  a  private  source  were,  however,  reported  upon  as  being 
bacteriologically  unsatisfactory.  Steps  are  being  taken  to 
provide  a  satisfactory  chlorination  plant  in  this  case. 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

(a)  No  significant  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  sewerage  system  during  the  year. 

(b)  The  report  of  the  Council’s  Consultant  upon  the  pre¬ 
sent  sewage  disposal  works  is  still  under  discussion  by  the 
Council.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  deal  with  drainage  from 
the  local  Gas  Works. 

(c)  The  abolition  of  Cesspools  continued  during  the  year 
and  the  numbers  are  now  being  reduced  considerably. 

(d)  Although  the  incidence  of  rodent  infestation  in  the 
sewage  system  does  not  appear  to  be  heavy,  nevertheless 
routine  treatments  against  rats  in  the  sewers  were  carried 
out  during  the  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  continued 
attack  does  keep  the  degree  of  infestation  at  a  reasonably 
low  level. 

3.  SCAVENGING 

(a)  The  administration  of  the  Council’s  refuse  collection 
and  disposal  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor.  Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping. 

(b)  Discussions  have  taken  place  during  the  year  with 
a  view  to  the  institution  of  controlled  tipping  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  It  is  intended  that  this  system  shall  commence 
in  1955. 
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(c)  Treatment  to  reduce  the  breeding  of  flies  on  the  Tip 
was  carried  out  during  the  year.  With  the  changeover  to 
controlled  tipping  and  the  continued  use  of  insecticides,  it 
is  hoped  that  this  particular  problem  will  be  reduced  to 
minor  proportions. 

(d)  It  is  regrettable  that  once  more  attention  has  to  be 
directed  to  the  continued  habit  of  some  of  the  townspeople 
who  persistently  deposit  rubbish  of  all  kinds  on  any  vacant 
plot  of  land  in  the  Town.  It  cannot  be  brought  home  too 
clearly  that  such  indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse  not  only 
results  in  an  additional  burden  of  expense  in  its  collection 
and  removal,  but  is  also  a  menace  to  public  health. 

4.  SCHOOL  SANITATION 

The  sanitary  accommodation  provided  is  maintained  in 
a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  School  kitchens  and  canteens  were  visited  during 
the  year  and  the  standard  of  hygiene  was  good. 

5.  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

(a)  The  conveniences  provided  were  generally  main¬ 
tained  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

(b)  Wash  basins  with  a  cold  water  supply  have  been 
provided  in  the  majority  of  public  conveniences  throughout 
tne  Town.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  so  far  the  Public  have 
not  abused  the  facilities  provided.  No  charge  is  made  for 
the  use  of  such  wash  basins.  As  an  experiment,  in  the  cen¬ 
tral  convenience  a  free  supply  of  paper  towels  has  been 
provided. 

6.  PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

(a)  The  Swimming  Baths  continue  to  be  enjoyed  by 
large  numbers  of  bathers. 

(b)  The  standard  of  cleanliness  at  the  Baths  appeared 
to  be  of  a  high  order.  The  quality  of  the  water  was  generally 
maintained  to  a  satisfactory  standard. 

(c)  Improved  laundry  facilities  have  been  provided  and 
orders  have  been  placed  for  the  provision  of  new  chlorina¬ 
tion  plant  and  chemical  discharge  tanks. 
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7.  MORTUARY  ACCOMMODATION 


Mortuary  facilities  are  still  provided  in  the  war-time 
temporary  Mortuary  at  the  Sittingbourne  Cemetery. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  plans  approved  by  the  Council 
for  the  adaption  of  the  existing  Mortuary  have  not  yet  been 
carried  out.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  provision  of  satis¬ 
factory  and  modern  facilities  will  not  be  unduly  delayed. 

The  arrangement  with  a  local  firm  of  Undertakers  for 
the  washing  and  preparation  of  bodies  continued  satis¬ 
factorily. 

The  standard  of  hygiene,  having  regard  to  the  existing 
premises,  is  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

8.  SERVICE  OF  NOTICES  REQUIRING  THE  EXECU¬ 

TION  OF  WORKS  OR  THE  ABATEMENT  OF 
NUISANCE 

(a)  602  informal  notices  served  (547) * 

(b)  118  statutory  notices  served  (114) 

(c)  489  informal  notices  complied  with  (565) 

(d)  109  statutory  notices  complied  with  (101) 

9.  VISITS  MADE  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year  is  shown  in  Appendix  “  D.” 


Footnote; — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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Section  VI 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  MILK  SUPPLY 

The  following  are  the  details  of  registrations  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  the  Milk  (Special  Desig¬ 
nation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949. 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

56  Milk  Distributors  and  7  Dairies  were  registered  under 
the  above  Regulations. 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Steril¬ 
ised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

During  the  year,  48  licences  were  issued  under  the  above 
Regulations,  analysed  as  follows  : — 

Sterilised  (Dealers’)  ...  ...  ...  39 

Pasteurised  (Dealers’)  ...  ...  7 

Pasteurised  (Dealers’  Supplement¬ 
ary)  .  2 

(c)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1949. 

During  the  year,  5  licences  were  issued  under  the  above 
Regulations,  analysed  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers’)  ...  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers’  Supple¬ 
mentary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(d)  Examination  of  Milk  Supplies. 

(i)  21  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  or  other  prescribed  examination  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Maidstone. 
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The  following  Table  shows  details  of  the  results 
obtained 


TABLE  XI 


Designation 

No.  of 
Samples 

Result 

Satisfactory 

Un¬ 

satisfactory 

Pasteurised  and  Heat-Treated 
Milks 

18  (15) 

15  (15) 

3  (-) 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milks 

-  (  4) 

-  (  2) 

—  (  2) 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 
Milk 

3  (  1) 

3  (  1) 

-  (-) 

TOTALS  . . 

21  (20) 

18  (18) 

3  (  2) 

(ii)  1  sample  of  raw  milk  was  submitted  for  biological 
examination  during  the  year.  This  sample  was  free  from 
Tubercle  infection. 

2.  MEAT 

(i)  Three  hundred  and  nine  visits  were  paid  to  the 
various  Slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  Town  during  the 
year. 

One  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  of  all  animals  pre¬ 
sented  for  slaughter  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 
This  work  again  involved  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  late 
night  and  Sunday  work. 

(ii)  The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  East  Street, 
Sittingbourne,  ceased  to  function  on  the  29th  June,  1954,  and 
thereafter  two  private  slaughterhouses  were  provisionally 
licensed  for  the  use  of  Butchers  in  the  Town.  The  demand 
on  these  slaughterhouses  has  not  been  heavy  and  in  fact  it 
would  appear  that  the  majority  of  Butchers  in  the  area  pur¬ 
chase  their  meat  “  off  the  hook  ”  from  either  Canterbury 
abattoir  or  similar  wholesale  meat  centres. 

(iii)  All  foodstuffs  condemned  in  the  slaughterhouses 
are  dyed  green  and  disposed  of  under  a  guarantee  to  a  firm 
of  bi-product  manufacturers.  No  difficulty  with  regard  to 
the  disposal  of  this  material  was  experienced  during  the 
year. 

Other  foodstuffs  condemned  in  Food  Shops,  such  as 
canned  foods  and  so  on,  are  collected  by  the  transport  of  the 
Department  and  disposed  of  at  the  Tip  under  supervision  of 
this  Department,  suitable  safeguards  being  taken  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  the  use  of  any  of  the  condemned  foodstuffs 
by  unauthorised  persons. 
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(iv)  Table  XII  shows  the  details  of  the  animals 
slaughtered,  together  with  the  numbers  affected  with 
disease. 


TABLE  XII 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  Killed  . 

555 

57 

89 

1931 

1009 

3641 

Number  Inspected  .... 

555 

57 

89 

1931 

1009 

3641 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

2 

20 

3 

25 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . . 

158 

22 

2 

145 

133 

460 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis  . . 

28.8 

38.5 

2.2 

8.5 

13.4 

(14.5)* 

13.3 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  Carcases  con¬ 
demned 

4 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . . 

47 

14 

25 

86 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  . . 

9.1 

26.3 

1.1 

- 

2.4 

; 

(1.9)* 

2.5 

3.  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  EXAMINED 

(i)  The  details  of  foodstuffs  of  all  types  condemned  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  are  shown  in  Appendix  UC." 

(ii)  During  the  year  3  samples  of  food  were  submitted 
for  examination  as  detailed  below  : — 

1  sample  of  tinned  Cream  for  salmonella  typhi. 

2  samples  of  Bullseyes  for  deleterious  material. 

The  reports  received  from  the  County  Analyst  certified 
that  the  samples  after  examination  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 


Footnote ;  — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year, 
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(ill)  During  the  year,  6  other  specimens  were  submitted 
for  examination,  as  follows  : — 

1  specimen  of  Worm  from  watercress  for  identification. 

5  specimens  of  Turkey  droppings  for  salmonella  infec¬ 
tion. 

In  the  first  case  the  Pathologist  reported  that  although 
the  Worm  was  not  a  known  human  pathogen,  he  was  unable 
to  identify  it  precisely.  The  report  in  connection  with  the 
Turkey  droppings  indicated  that  no  pathogenic  organisms 
were  cultivated. 

4.  SHELLFISH 

A  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  and  the  patient  re¬ 
moved  to  hospital,  but  it  was  later  reported  by  the  Medical 
Officer  that  the  case  was  not  Scarlet  Fever  but  was  a  food 
rash  attributed  to  the  consumption  of  shrimps. 

The  Public  are  again  reminded  that  the  purchase  of 
shellfish  from  any  dealers  other  than  from  reputable  and 
well-established  firms,  can  involve  serious  risk  to  themselves. 


5.  FISH  FRYING 

(i)  Eight  fish  frying  establishments  are  in  operation 
in  the  area. 

(ii)  Fourteen  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the 
year. 

(iii)  The  standard  of  hygiene  in  this  particular  food 
trade  continues  to  be  high. 


6.  ICE  CREAM 


(i)  The  numbers  of  premises  registered  for  the  manu¬ 
facture,  storage  or  sale  of  ice  cream  are  : — 

Sale  and  storage  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  83  (81)* 

Storage  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  3  (2) 

Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  .  8  (9) 


(ii)  22  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  examin¬ 
ation  by  the  Provisional  Modified  Methylene  Blue  Reductase 
Test,  with  the  following  results  : — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


1954 

16  (72.7%) 
1  (  4.5%) 
1  (  4.5%) 
4  (18.1%) 


1953 

17  (73.9%) 
1  (  4.3%) 

5  (21.7%) 


Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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(iii)  The  majority  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  Town  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  National  manufacturers  and  invariably  is  sold  pre¬ 
packed.  Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  super¬ 
vision  of  this  Trade  during  the  year. 

7.  BAKEHOUSES 

(i)  Eight  bakehouses  are  registered  and  in  operation  in 
the  area. 

(ii)  Fifteen  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the 
year. 

(iii)  A  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  concern¬ 
ing  the  presence  of  moths  and  maggots  in  pre-packed  self- 
raising  flour.  An  investigation  was  made  and  it  was  found 
that  a  proper  system  of  rotation  was  not  in  operation  with 
the  result  that  pre-packed  flour  was  being  kept  for  prolonged 
periods  of  time  between  packing  and  sale.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  a  coding  system  indicating  the  date  of  pack¬ 
ing  on  the  back  and  for  a  proper  system  of  rotation  of  stocks. 
After  these  arrangements  were  put  into  operation  no  further 
complaints  were  received. 

8.  RESTAURANT  KITCHENS 

(i)  The  number  of  restaurant  kitchens  (including  works 
canteens  and  school  kitchens)  in  the  area  is  34. 

(ii)  The  premises  on  the  whole  are  conducted  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner. 

9.  PUBLIC  HOUSES 

In  last  year’s  Report  details  were  given  of  a  survey  car¬ 
ried  out  in  licensed  premises  throughout  the  District  con¬ 
cerning  the  adequacy  of  washing  facilities.  During  1954 
further  works  were  carried  out  as  detailed  below  : — 

(a)  Premises  provided  with  a  supply  of  hot  water 

at  the  bar  .  2 

(b)  Bar  sinks  properly  trapped  and  connected  to 

main  drains .  4 

With  the  completion  of  these  works  the  whole  of  the 
Public  Houses  in  the  District  are  now  provided  with  satis¬ 
factory  facilities  for  washing  glasses  in  that  they  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  in  the  bar  and  a 
sink  or  sinks  properly  connected  to  the  main  drainage,  with 
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one  exception.  In  this  case,  because  of  the  temporary  nature 
of  the  licence,  an  alternative  arrangement  was  accepted. 

When  the  position  as  disclosed  by  the  survey  of  1952  is 
considered  with  the  present  position,  the  state  of  affairs  in 
this  particular  is  very  satisfactory. 

10.  FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES 

(i)  Twenty-two  premises  are  registered  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  sausage  and  preserved  foods. 

(ii)  The  premises  are  generally  maintained  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner.  There  appears  to  be  a  general  desire 
amongst  the  employees  in  these  premises  to  achieve  and 
maintain  high  hygienic  standards. 

11.  GENERAL  HYGIENE  IN  FOOD  PREMISES 

Modernization  of  food  premises  continues  to  be  carried 
out  and  in  every  case  where  alterations  have  taken  place  to 
the  premises  due  regard  has  been  paid  to  hygienic  considera¬ 
tions.  Generally  speaking  the  standard  of  hygiene  is  satis¬ 
factory.  Difficulties  are  still  being  experienced  in  the  case 
of  a  number  of  small  shop-keepers  who,  because  of  limita¬ 
tion  of  space  and  lack  of  manpower,  appear  to  find  it  difficult 
to  maintain  constantly  the  high  standards  of  hygiene  re¬ 
quired  in  the  food  trade.  The  Public  can  bring  considerable 
influence  to  bear  on  this  question  of  hygiene  in  food 
premises,  for  if  they  withdraw  their  custom  from  premises 
which  they  do  not  consider  to  reach  a  sufficiently  high 
hygienic  standard  either  the  shopkeeper  must  improve  his 
standard  or  will  consequently  go  out  of  business. 

12.  DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS 

These  details  are  shown  in  Appendix  “D.” 

13.  THE  NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  IN 
THE  AREA 

These  details  are  shown  in  Appendix  “  F.” 

14.  SAMPLES  TAKEN  BY  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 
AUTHORITY 

By  courtesy  of  the  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and 
Measures  Department,  County  Hall,  Maidstone  (Mr.  S. 
Strugnell),  the  following  details  of  samples  of  food  taken 
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by  the  County  Sampling  Officers  in  the  Urban  District  of 
Sittingbourne  and  Milton,  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  are  again  included  : — 


No.  of 

Article  Samples 


Aniseed  Balls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Beef  Sausages  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Beef  Sausage  Meat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Boracic  Lint  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Bread  and  Butter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Butter  Drops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Buttered  Fruits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Cornish  Pasties  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Desiccated  Soup  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Dolcin  Tablets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Energie-Peppermint  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

English  Cheshire  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

English  Stilton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Extra  Strong  Seidlitz  Powder  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Fish  Cakes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Fresh  Orange  Drink  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Frutie  Loaf  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Gee’s  Linctus  B.P.C.  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Glucose  D  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Gin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Hacks  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Ice  Cream  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Italian  Gorganzola  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Luncheon  Sausage  . :  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Maltesers  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Margarine  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Marmalade  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Milk  Gums  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 
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Mixed  Spice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Nutriline  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Phenacetin  and  Caffeine  Tablets  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Pork  Sausages  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Pork  Sausage  Meat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Pure  Ground  Almonds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Pure  Lard  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Salad  Cream  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Savoury  Duck  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Sedulon  Syrup  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Spaghetti  in  Tomato  Sauce  with  Cheese  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Table  Jelly  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Tablets  of  Phenytoin  Sodium  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Thick  Sauce  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Whisky .  2 

White  Pepper  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


TOTAL  . .  . .  88 
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SUMMARY 


Milks 

Drugs 

Spirits 

Other  samples 
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All  the  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
following  : — 


Sample  of 


Analysis 


Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 


30.0%  deficient  in  fat. 
26.7%  deficient  in  fat. 
23.3%  deficient  in  fat. 
35.0%  deficient  in  fat. 
21.7%  deficient  in  fat. 
11.7%  deficient  in  fat. 
16.7%  deficient  in  fat. 


Milk  Gums  Milk  not  detected. 


Action  Taken 

These  samples  were  all  taken 
from  one  producer.  ‘Appeal  to 
Cow’  samples  showed  the  defi¬ 
ciencies  to  be  natural  and  not 
due  to  abstraction  of  fat. 
Advice  given  to  the  farmer  has 
effected  an  improvement.  Fur¬ 
ther  samples  will  be  taken. 

Manufacture  discontinued. 


Pork  Sausage  Meat  62%. 
Meat 


Sold  as  containing  70%  meat. 
Written  caution  issued. 


Spaghetti  in  Contained  not  more  than 
Tomato  1.0%  cheese. 

Sauce  with 
Cheese 


Informal  sample.  This  was  old 
stock.  A  further  sample  was 
unobtainable. 


Milk 


Contained  13.9%  extraneous  This  sample  was  taken  from  a 
water.  retailer  who  was  supplied  with 

the  milk  ready  bottled.  Follow 
up  samples  were  taken  from  all 
producers  concerned.  In  one 
delivery  there  was  3.2%  of 
added  water.  This  was  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  serious  to  warrant  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  a  written  caution 
was  issued. 


Energie-  Does  not  contain  Vitamins  C, 
Peppermint  B.l,  B.2,  pantothenic  acid  or 
nicotinic  acid. 


Energie-  Does  not  contain  Vitamin  C, 
Peppermint  Vitamins  B.l,  B.2,  panto¬ 
thenic  acid  or  nicotinic  acid. 


Under  investigation. 


Margarine  Moisture  12.6%,  butter  fat 
(10%  Butter)  9.6%,  Vitamin  A  490  I.U.  per 
ounce  (should  be  not  less  than 
760). 


As  follow  up  samples  were 
satisfactory  no  further  action 
was  taken. 
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Section  VII 


DISINFECTION,  DISINFESTATION  AND  RODENT 

CONTROL 


1.  DISINFECTION 

(i)  Eighty-five  rooms  at  76  premises  were  disinfected  on 
account  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year.  In  addition, 
19  classrooms,  3  cloakrooms,  3  halls  and  a  lavatory  extension, 
at  3  schools,  together  with  an  operating  theatre  and  a 
sterilizing  room  at  a  local  hospital,  were  disinfected  on 
account  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

(ii)  All  library  books  found  at  premises  where  a  case 
of  notifiable  disease  has  occurred  are  disinfected  by  for¬ 
maldehyde  before  being  returned  to  circulation. 

(iii)  Steam  disinfection  continues  to  be  carried  out  at 
the  Milton  Hospital  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Medway  and 
Gravesend  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Every  co¬ 
operation  and  assistance  is  received  from  the  Administrator 
of  the  Hospital  and  his  Staff,  in  carrying  out  this  work. 

2.  DISINFESTATION 

(i)  The  following  tables  indicate  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  : — 


(a)  Bed  Bugs 

Infestations 

Premises 

Rooms 

Council  Houses 

3  (— )* 

9  (-) 

Other  Houses  ... 

... 

16  (14) 

39  (30) 

Totals  ... 

19  (14) 

48  (30) 

(b)  Fleas 

Council  Houses 

•  •  »  •  •  • 

3  (-) 

10  (-) 

Other  Houses  ... 

,  ,  ,  •  •  * 

34  (16) 

118  (52) 

Other  Premises 

... 

-  ( i) 

-  (  2) 

Totals  ... 

37  (17) 

128  (54) 

Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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(c)  Other  Insect  Pests 

(Ants,  Beetles  and  Flies) 


Council  Houses 

14  (  6)* 

14  (19)* 

Other  Houses  ... 

13  (12) 

17  (22) 

Other  Premises 

i  (-> 

1  (-) 

Totals  ... 

28  (18) 

32  (41) 

Other  disinfestations  carried 

out  during 

the  year 

follows  : — 

At  the  Sittingbourne  Police  Station,  on  3 

occasions, 

when  4  cells  were  treated  on  account  of  vermin. 


(b)  At  the  common  Lodging  House  one  room  was  dis¬ 
infested  on  account  of  lice  and  one  man  infested  with  lice 
was  disinfested  at  the  Scabies  Clinic  at  Johnson  House,  the 
Scabies  Clinic  being  disinfested  after  the  necessary  treat¬ 
ment  had  been  carried  out. 


(c)  A  manure  dump  at  King  George’s  Field  was  treated 
on  account  of  flies. 

(d)  The  woodwork  of  2  rooms  and  a  cellar  in  3  houses 
were  treated  on  account  of  wood  beetle  and  the  back  yard  of 
one  house  was  treated  on  account  of  caterpillars. 

(e)  Routine  treatment  of  Civil  Defence  bedding  was 
carried  out  and  emergency  clothing  stores  at  the  local  W.V.S. 
Centre  were  treated  on  account  of  moths. 

(iii)  In  addition  48  wasps’  and  2  bees’  nests  were  dealt 
with.  The  usual  anti-mosquito  measures  were  carried  out 
in  the  static  water  tanks  and  ponds. 

(iv)  The  main  insecticides  used  during  the  year  were 
5%  D.D.T.  in  Kerosene  and  Gammexane. 

3.  RODENT  CONTROL 

(i)  The  Council  employ  one  part-time  Rodent  Operator. 

(ii)  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  : — 


Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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TABLE  XIII 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

All  other 

^  (including 

o  o  business 

w  premises) 

Total 

i.  Total  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  in  Local  Authority’s 
District. 

18 

(18) 

6830 

(6536) 

14 

(12) 

7366 

(7067)* 

143 

(167) 

484 

(876) 

333 

(235) 

ii.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1954  as 
a  result  of  (a)  notification 
(b)  survey,  and  (c)  other¬ 
wise. 

(a)  1 
(!) 

(b)  4 
(9) 

(c)  2 
(-) 

1 12 
(137) 
433 
(792) 
23 
(17) 

6 

(2) 

8 

(8) 

(-) 

23 

(27) 

39 

(67) 

308 

(218) 

iii.  Number  of  properties 
(under  ii)  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  rats. 

Major  3 
(5) 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

3 

(1) 

7 

(7) 

137 

(147) 

Minor  1 
(1) 

96 

(120) 

8 

(4) 

32 

(22) 

iv.  Number  of  properties  in- 

spected  (see  Section  ii) 

1 

24 

1 

15 

41 

which  were  found  to  be 

(— ) 

(29) 

(— ) 

(12) 

(41) 

seriously  infested  by  mice. 

v.  Number  of  infested  pro- 

perties  (see  Sections  iii 

5 

120 

10 

50 

185 

and  iv)  treated  by  the 

(6) 

(149) 

(5) 

(35) 

(195) 

Local  Authority. 

| 

. 

(iii)  The  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  was 
2,086  (including  433  routine  survey  visits)  as  against  2.284 
visits  in  the  previous  year. 

(iv)  Maintenance  treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewerage 
system  was  continued  during  the  year.  Once  again  the  re¬ 
sults  indicated  that  the  degree  of  infestation  was  not  heavy 
but  nevertheless  judged  by  the  number  of  cases  of  infesta¬ 
tion  which  can  be  directly  traced  to  drainage  defects,  it  is 
essential  that  the  work  continues  on  a  systematic  basis. 


Footnote: — *  Figures  In  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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Section  VIII 


HOUSING 


1.  INSPECTIONS 


The  number  and  character  of  inspections  carried  out  in 
connection  with  housing  is  as  follows  : — 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  during  the  year  for 

housing  defects  ...  ...  750 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolida¬ 
tion  Regulations  ...  ...  26 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found 

to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  un¬ 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  51 

(d)  Number  of  houses  found  defective 

in  some  essential  particular  ...  579 

(e)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year 

without  service  of  formal 
notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  489 

(f)  Reinspections  of  houses  ...  ...  3,427 

(g)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

during  the  year  : — 

(i)  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health 

Act  .  118 


(  520)* 

(  38) 

(  36) 

(  466) 

(  565) 
(2,638) 


(  -) 
(  114) 


(iii)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and 

13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  22  (  — ) 

(iv)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  —  (  — * ) 


(v)  Action  under  Section  25  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 


No.  of  areas 
represented  as 
unfit 
1  (3) 


No.  of  Dwellings 
in  the  areas 

41  (34) 


No.  of  Dwellings 
demolished  during 
the  year 
37  (7) 


Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year, 
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2.  PROVISION  OF  HOUSES 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  houses  built 
each  year  since  the  end  of  the  war  : — 

TABLE  XIV 


Year 

Council  Houses 
Temporary  Permanent 

Police 

Houses 

Private  War  destroyed 
Enterprise  houses  re-built  Total 

1946 

50 

33 

— 

2 

— 

85 

1947 

— 

57 

— 

5 

— 

62 

1948 

— 

44 

— 

3 

2 

49 

1949 

— 

70 

— 

3 

8 

81 

1950 

— 

72 

— 

7 

8 

87 

1951 

— 

82 

— 

8 

4 

94 

1952 

— 

140 

2 

2 

— 

144 

1953 

— 

118 

— 

3 

— 

121 

1954 

— 

200 

11 

34 

— 

245 

Totals  50 

816 

13 

67 

22 

968 

3.  REPAIR  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  HOUSES 

Attempts  to  prevent  undue  deterioration  in  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  Town  continue  to  be  difficult  because  of  the 
factors  of  high  building  costs  and  fixed  rentals. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  which  came 
into  operation  on  30th  August,  1954,  has  not  been  in  force  for 
a  sufficient  length  of  time  for  any  effect  to  be  noted.  In  the 
short  time  it  has  been  in  operation  it  would  not  appear  that 
owners  of  property  are  anxious  to  increase  rents  under  the 
terms  of  the  Act.  Four  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued 
during  the  year  and  none  was  revoked  by  the  31st  December, 
1954. 

Although  some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  way  of 
Slum  Clearance,  it  must  again  be  pointed  out  that  it  is 
essential  for  a  general  effort,  parallel  to  the  slum  clearance 
drive,  to  be  instituted  to  repair,  maintain  and  improve  hous¬ 
ing  accommodation  which  has  not  yet  become  completely 
unfit. 


4.  REHOUSING 

The  Housing  Officer  (Mr.  G.  M.  Eastman)  has  very 
kindly  supplied  the  following  figures  regarding  rehousing  in 
this  Area. 
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(i)  During  the  year  it  was  found  possible  to  provide 
housing  accommodation  for  376  families,  as  follows  : — 

(a)  22  families  re-housed  in  existing  temporary  houses 

(12)* 

(b)  59  families  re-housed  in  pre-war  Council  houses  (31) 

(c)  271  families  re-housed  in  post-war  Council  houses 

(141) 

(d)  24  families  re-housed  in  privately  owned  houses  by 

arrangement  with  owner’s  consent  (16). 

(ii)  In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  families  re¬ 
housed  by  the  Council,  it  is  known  that  7  applicants  were 
re-housed  by  other  Authorities,  and  it  is  presumed  that 
many  others  found  accommodation  privately,  or  moved  away 
from  this  Area,  as  approx.  350  persons  did  not  re-apply  and 
return  their  forms  when  a  complete  re-registration  scheme 
was  carried  out  during  the  year.  In  the  previous  year,  27 
applicants  found  accommodation  privately  and  9  were  re¬ 
housed  by  other  Authorities. 


5.  HOUSING  APPLICATIONS 

The  Housing  Officer  (Mr.  G.  M.  Eastman)  has  also  very 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information  regarding  Hous¬ 
ing  Applications. 

(a)  The  following  Table  shows  the  details  of  the  total 
number  of  applicants  in  the  various  categories  on  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Housing  List  at  the  31st  December,  1954  : — 

TABLE  XV 

1.  Number  of  Applicants  on  “Live  List  ”  ...  427 

2.  Number  of  “  Late  Applications  ”  ...  ...  383 

Total  Number  of  Applicants  ...  810 


(b)  Table  XVI  shows  the  various  classes  into  which  the 
applicants  on  the  “  Live  List  ”  fall  : — 


Footnote; — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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TABLE  XVI 


No. 

°Z 

/o 

1.  Applicants  living  and  working  outside  Sitting- 

bourne 

35 

8.1 

2.  Single  Applicants . . 

3.  Applicants  who  are  tenants  of  houses  within 

5 

1.1 

the  Urban  District  ... 

154 

36.0 

4.  Applicants  who  are  tenants  of  houses  outside 

the  Urban  District  ... 

51 

11.9 

5.  Applicants  living  outside  but  working  within 

the  Urban  District  ... 

30 

7.0 

6.  Applicants  living  in  rooms  as  sub-tenants  or 

lodgers  within  the  Urban  District 

152 

35.5 

Total  ... 

427 

6.  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 

One  Common  Lodging  House  is  registered,  the  accom¬ 
modation  available  being  30  beds. 

Although  the  premises  were  generally  managed  in  a 
reasonably  satisfactory  manner  during  the  year,  a  lodger 
infested  with  lice  was  found  on  the  premises.  It  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  cleanse  the  man  and  disinfect  the  premises.  No 
further  case  has  since  occurred. 
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Section  IX 


FACTORY  ADMINISTRATION 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

(i)  Number  of  Factories  on  Register  : — • 

(a)  Factories  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  99 

(b)  Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power)  ...  11 

(c)  Other  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  Inspections  : — - 

(a)  Factories  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  133 

(b)  Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power)  ...  4 

(c)  Other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(iii)  Number  of  Written  Notices  : — 

(a)  Factories  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power)  ...  — 

(iv)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 


Particulars  Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

_ 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7):  — 

(a )  insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

- - 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  .  . 

5 

5 

— 

— ■ 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

— 

• — 

— 

— ■ 

Totals  .  . 

7 

7 

— 

— 
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APPENDIX  “A” 


RAINFALL 


Recorded  at  Highsted  Waterworks 


Rainfall  (inches) 


Month 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

January  ... 

...  1.37 

2.00 

2.98 

2.31 

.81 

1.79 

February 

...  1.22 

4.49 

6.66 

.96 

.97 

2.27 

March 

...  .80 

.71 

3.53 

3.89 

.19 

1.97 

April 

...  1.50 

2.16 

2.27 

.98 

1.74 

0.22 

May 

...  1.86 

1.99 

2.17 

.90 

2.43 

1.69 

June 

...  .76 

1.06 

1.67 

1.19 

2.86 

4.16 

July 

...  .42 

2.32 

2.05 

.71 

2.52 

2.45 

August 

...  .52 

2.38 

4.72 

3.10 

1.60 

4.15 

September 

...  1.81 

2.11 

3.84 

4.04 

3.08 

1.43 

October  ... 

...  6.86 

.20 

1.08 

2.23 

2.13 

2.18 

November 

...  3.37 

5.45 

3.81 

4.38 

1.36 

6.28 

December 

...  1.56 

2.33 

2.41 

2.57 

.66 

1.78 

Total  Rainfall  22.05 

27.20 

37.19 

27.26 

20.35 

30.37 

4(3 


APPENDIX  “  B  ” 

TEMPERATURES 


Recorded  at  Johnson  House,  Sittingbourne. 


Month 

Maximum 

Minimum 

January 

58° 

14° 

February 

56° 

16° 

March 

63° 

28° 

April 

68° 

28° 

May 

88° 

36° 

June 

82° 

42° 

July 

80° 

43° 

August 

86° 

46° 

September  . . . 

85° 

38° 

October 

72° 

30° 

November  ... 

62° 

29° 

December 

61° 

27° 
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APPENDIX  “  C  ■ 


DETAILS  OF  FOODSTUFFS  OF  ALL  TYPES 
CONDEMNED  DURING  1954 

(a)  Condemned  at  Slaughterhouse  lbs. 


4  Cattle  (excluding  Cows) 

Generalised  Tuberculosis  .  . 

1,992 

1  Cattle  (excluding  Cows) 

Enteritis 

405 

1  Cattle  (excluding  Cows) 

Johns  Disease  and  Oedema 

410 

1  Cow 

Generalised  Tuberculosis  . . 

464 

1  Calf 

Ditto 

124 

6  Portions  of  Cattle  . 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

766 

2  Portions  of  Cattle 

Bruising 

51 

1  Portion  of  Cattle  . 

Johns  Disease  and  Oedema 

56 

1  Portion  of  Cattle  . 

Fracture  and  Bruising 

14 

4  Sheep 

Oedema 

160 

4  Sheep 

Dead  on  Arrival 

146 

2  Sheep 

Emaciation  and  Oedema  .  . 

53 

1  Sheep 

•  e 

Pericarditis  and  Oedema  . . 

42 

1  Sheep 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

36 

1  Sheep 

Fevered 

68 

1  Sheep 

Oedema  and  Fractured  Leg 

46 

1  Sheep 

Arthritis  and  Emaciation 

28 

1  Sheep 

e 

.9  © 

Septic  Mastitis — Oedema 

48 

1  Sheep 

Septic  Peritonitis 

48 

1  Sheep 

Toxaemia 

80 

1  Ram 

Emaciation  and  Oedema  . . 

68 

1  Ewe 

Moribund 

54 

12  Portions  of  Sheep  . 

Oedema 

62 

7  Portions  of  Sheep  . 

Bruising 

40 

3  Portions  of  Sheep  . 

Fracture  and  Bruising 

20 

1  Portion  of  Sheep  . 

Inflammation 

15 

1  Portion  of  Ewe 

Peritonitis 

8 

2  Pigs 

•  • 

•  • 

Fevered — Acute  Pleurisy 

110 

1  Pig 

Acute  Swine  Erysipelas  . . 

168 

19  Portions  of  Pig 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

295 

9  Portions  of  Pig 

Inflammed  Joints 

24 

5  Portions  of  Pig 

Bruising 

35 

3  Portions  of  Pig 

Fracture  and  Bruising 

72 

2  Portions  of  Pig 

Oedema 

88 

1  Portion  of  Pig 

Multiple  Bruises 

6 

1  Portion  of  Pig 

Deformity 

6 

1  Portion  of  Pig 

Abscess 

20 

1  Portion  of  Pig 

Arthritis 

4 

(b)  Condemned  in  Shops:  — 
Meat 
Fish 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs: 
including  canned  Milk, 
Meat,  Fruit,  Vegetables, 
Fish  Jam,  etc. 


427 

140 


3,185 


TOTAL  LBS. 


TOTAL— 7  Tons  5  Owts.  1  Qr.  174  Lbs. 

(13  Tons  4  Cwts.  3  Qrs.  5  Lbs.)* 

Footnote: — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


lbs. 


12,5334 


3,752 

16,2854 
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APPENDIX  “  D  ” 


DETAILS  OF  INSPECTION 


Inspection  of  Houses  Inspections 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

First  Inspections — not  visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  724 

No.  of  Houses  reinspected  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3427 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  (S.5  Housing  Act)  . .  26 

No.  of  Premises  (other  than  houses  and  not  mentioned  below)  in¬ 
spected  for  nuisances  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

-  4186 

Premises 

Accumulations  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  75 

Butchers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Cinemas  and  Amusement  Places  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Cowsheds  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  46 

Fresh  Fish  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Fried  fish  and  chip  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Fruit  and  vegetable  shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Food  vehicles  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Ice  cream  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  60 

Marine  Store  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Markets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Milk  Vehicles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Mortuary  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Offensive  Trades  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Outworkers  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Pets  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Piggeries  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  I 

Premises  to  examine  foodstuffs  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  184 

Provision  shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  58 

Public  conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Public  Houses  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  , .  37 

Restaurants  and  restaurant  kitchens  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Schools  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Shops  (under  Shops  Act)  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Shops  (reinspections)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  7 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

Slaughterhouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  309 

Smoke  Observations  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Stables  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Static  Water  Tanks  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  1 

Swimming  Baths  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Systematic  inspection  of  district  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  etc.  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

Tips  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

Watercourses  , ,  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  13 


1166 


Rat  Infestation  (not  recorded  elsewhere) 

Houses  inspected  (first  inspections) 

Houses  inspected  (reinspections) 

Other  premises  (first  inspections) 

Other  premises  (reinspections) 

Enquiries  or  Visits 

Contractors  or  Owners  interviewed 

Contacts  of  infectious  diseases 

Notifiable  diseases 

Other  diseases 

Miscellaneous 

Office  interviews 

Port  visits 

Lectures 

Rent  Restrictions  Acts 
Civil  Defence  (Welfare) 

Housing  Tenancies 
Housing  Circumstances 
Improvement  Grants 
Flood  Warnings 

National  Assistance  Act — Deceased  Persons 

Food  and  Drugs  and  Other  Sampling 

Samples  of  Ice  Cream 

Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water 

Samples  of  Water  obtained — Bacteriological  'Examination 
Samples  of  Water  obtained — Chemical  Examination 
Samples  of  Milk  obtained,  bacteriological 
Samples  of  Milk  obtained,  biological 
Miscellaneous  Bacteriological  Specimens 

Factories 

Factories  with  mechanical  power — Bakehouses 

— Miscellaneous 

Factories  without  mechanical  power — Bakehouses 

— Miscellaneous 


22 

78 

17 

54 


171 


383 

30 

71 

3 

612 

355 

2 

9 

1 

38 

49 

1 

11 

11 

17 


1593 


22 

4 

40 

2 

21 

1 

6 


96 


15 

118 


137 


TOTAL  . .  7,349 

•(6,651) 


Footnote; — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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APPENDIX  “  E  ” 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED  DURING  1954 

Works  Executed 


Shops  Act 

Sanitary  Conveniences  provided 
Washing  facilities  provided 

Houses 

Accumulations  removed 
Ashbins  provided 
Brickwork  of  walls  repaired 
Bedding  cleansed  or  destroyed 
Chimneys  repaired 
Ceilings  repaired 
Damp-proof  courses  inserted 
Doors  and  frames  repaired 
Floors  renewed  or  repaired 
Floors  ventilated 

Grates  or  Ovens  repaired  or  renewed 

Inside  plastering  repaired 

Lighting  and  ventilation  of  rooms  improved 

Miscellaneous  repairs  and  nuisances  abated 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated 

Outside  plastering  repaired 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired 

Rain  water  pipes  or  gutters  renewed  or  repaired 

Staircases  repaired 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired 
Water  supply  provided 
Water  taps  or  pipes  repaired 
Window  cords  renewed 

Window  sashes  or  frames  renewed  or  repaired 
Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired 

Drainage 

Drains  tested,  Smoke 
Drains  tested,  Chemical 
Drains  re-laid 
Drains  repaired 
Drains  cleansed 
Gullies  fixed 

Inspection  or  Interception  chambers  provided 
Inspection  or  Interception  chambers  repaired 
Lavatory  basins  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired 
Soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired 
Sinks  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired 

Water  Closets 

Flushing  apparatus  provided 
Flushing  apparatus  repaired 
Miscellaneous  repairs 
New  pans  and  traps  fixed 
W.C.’s  reconstructed 
W.C.’s  cleansed 


Totals 


22 

54 

28 

3 
16 
34 

2 

18 

33 

12 

21 

45 

1 

2 

4 
2 

101 

52 


8 

2 

23 

26 

36 

4 


552 


100 

24 

23 

14 

50 

6 

11 

12 

1 

5 

19 


265 


10 

46 

25 

37 

3 

2 
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Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks 

Emptied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Workplaces,  including  Offices 

Wash  Hand  Basin  and  Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Urinals 

Flushing  apparatus  fixed  or  repaired  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Other  repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Walls  repaired  or  made  impervious  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

-  3 

Earth  or  Pail  Closets 

Provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

Removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  5 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Pasteurising  and  other  apparatus  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Food  Shops,  Kitchens,  and  Premises  used  for  Preparation  or 
Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods 

Cleanliness  improved  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Washing-up  sinks  fixed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Water  supply  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

-  4 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Cleansing  carried  out  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Other  repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Storage  accommodation  provided  or  improved  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

-  3 

Stables 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Manure  receptacles  provided  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

-  3 


TOTAL  . .  966 


*(985) 


Footnote; — *  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year 
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APPENDIX  “  F  ” 


List  showing  Number  and  Type  of  Food  Shops 

in  the  Area 


Type  Number 

1.  Meat  Shops  (including  Shops  carrying  out  the  preparation  and/or 

manufacture  of  preserved  foods)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

2.  Restaurants  and  Dining  Room  Kitchens  (including  Works’  Can¬ 

teens  and  School  Kitchens)  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  34 

3.  Food  Shops  .  .  .  ,  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  74 

4.  Factories  handling  Food  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

5.  Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  , .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  8 

6.  Ice  Cream  Retailers  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  83 

7.  Milk— (a)  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  46 

(b)  Dairies  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  7 

8.  Public  Flouses  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  50 


33 


. 


